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MISSION: 

A foreign language is an exciting and valuable tool that helps students communicate effectively with and develop a respect for other cultures.  

Through reading, speaking, listening, and writing, students gain a broadened perspective of the world as well as a better understanding of 

their own language. As they develop these skills, students are empowered to compete and succeed in a global society. 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

In the fourth year of Spanish, the students will be expected to communicate with the teacher and classmates in Spanish. They will study additional 

grammar concepts and expand their vocabulary through structured conversations about specific topics. They will also continue the study of the 

Hispanic culture, literature, and the arts. Expressing the students’ own thoughts and opinions, both written and oral, will be encouraged, aiming 

towards proficiency. Audio skills will be increased via CD’s and videos. 

 

Textbook: Nuevas Vistas: Curso de Introducción. Holt, Rinehart, & Winston. 2006 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

COURSE OUTLINE  

RESOURCES 

PROPOSED DAYS 

 

OBJECTIVES (PA standard) 

LESSON 

REFLECTION 

(for future revisions 

Ch. 1 (6 weeks) 
- Lecturas:  Julio Cortázar  “Viajes” 

- Estrategias:  Comparing and contrasting 

about the text 

- Vocabulario:  Synonyms and antonyms 

- Gramática:  Indicative Mood 

o Ser, Estar, Gustar 

o Adjectives 

o Present Progressive 

o Present Perfect 

o Comparatives 

- Notas Culturales 

o Una Leyenda Colombiana 

o Los Medios de Comunicación 

en los países hispanohablantes 

- Telenovela:  Episodes 1 & 2 

- Culture 

o Ritmo y folclor del mundo 

hispano 

- Ortografía 

o Acentuación:  The Tonic Accent 

o Letra y Sonido:  The letter “h” 

and the /y/ sound 

- Taller del Escritor 

o Informal and Formal 

correspondence 

- Así Se Dice:  Letter writing 

o Opening, Body, Closing; Formal 

openings and closings 

 

 

 

Ch. 2 (6 weeks) 

- Lecturas:  Carmen Kurtz “El Nacimiento 

 

12.1.A (Stage 1) Know the basic sound system and spelling pattern 

of the target language 

12.1.A (Stage 2) Refine knowledge of the sound system and spelling 

patterns of the target language. 

12.1.A (Stage 3) Know details of the sound system and spelling 

patterns of the target language. 

12.1.A (Stage 4) Know and compare distinct regional accents of the 

sound system of the target language. 

12.1.B (Stage 1) Know common vocabulary forms and structures 

used in basic speaking and writing. 

12.1.B (Stage 2) Know expanded vocabulary forms and structures 

used in basic speaking and writing. 

12.1.B (Stage 3) Know advanced vocabulary and idiomatic 

expressions used in basic speaking and writing. 

12.1.B (Stage 4) Recognize enhanced vocabulary used in complex 

listening and reading selections. 

12.1.C (Stage 1) Recognize common vocabulary terms through 

listening and reading. 

12.1.C (Stage 2) Recognize expanded vocabulary terms through 

listening and reading. 

12.1.C (Stage 4) Recognize enhanced vocabulary used in complex 

listening and reading selections. 

12.1.D (Stage 1) Know simple sentence and question structures in 

order to communicate. 

12.1.D (Stage 2) Know simple sentence and question structures in 

order to communicate about memorable and upcoming events. 

12.1.D (Stage 3) Know simple, compound and complex sentence 

and question structures in order to communicate and comprehend. 

12.1.D (Stage 4) Know  and analyze simple, compound and complex 

sentence structures in order to communicate and comprehend 

current, past, and upcoming events. 

12.1.E (Stage 1) Identify words from the target language that are 

commonly used in English. 

 



 

“ de Veva, Elena Poniatowska “Los 

Juegos de Lilus” de Lilus Kikus 

- Estrategias:  Thinking Aloud/Making 

Deductions 

- Vocabulario:  Contextual Clues, Lexical 

register 

- Gramática:  Past Indicative 

o Preterite and Imperfect 

(Formation) 

o Single Object Pronouns (Direct 

& Indirect) 

o Preterite and Imperfect tenses 

in context 

o Past Progressive 

o Past Perfect (Pluperfect) 

- Notas Culturales 

o Los Reyes Magos 

o La Familia 

- Telenovela:  Episodes 3 & 4 

- Culture 

o Datos históricos del mundo 

hispano 

- Ortografía 

o Written accents 

o Palabras agudas and llanas 

o Letra y Sondio:  Letras B, V, M, 

N 

- Taller del Escritor 

o Biographical Sketch: An 

autobiographical episode 

- Así Se Dice:  Writing about someone’s 

life; making a description 

 

 

 

Ch. 3 (6 weeks) 

 

- Lecturas:  “Tecnología: Rumbo al 

Futuro”, “Protejamos nuestra Tierra” 

12.1.E (Stage 2) Identify words in English that have origins in the 

target language. 

12.1.E (Stage 3) Analyze and compare the origins and meanings of 

common target language words used frequently in the English 

language. 

12.1.E (Stage 4) Describe the influence of historical events in the 

target culture / language that have an impact on the English 

language and culture. 

 

 

12.1.1.A (Stage 1) Recite target language alphabet and associated 

sounds and basic words with proper accentuation. 

12.1.1.A (Stage 2) Speak and model phrases and sentences with 

accepted pronunciation, rhythm and intonation with survival 

proficiency. 

12.1.1.A (Stage 3) Speak and model phrases and sentences with 

refined pronunciation, rhythm, and intonation with accuracy and 

cultural understanding. 

12.1.1.A (Stage 4) Listen to, model, interpret and discuss distinct 

regional accents as heard in conversation by native speakers. 

12.1.1.B (Stage 1) Speak and write common vocabulary, phrases 

and structures during activities with eh teacher, classmates and 

family. (I.e. Greetings, farewells, and courtesy expressions; Formal 

and informal forms of address; Numbers and dates; Daily life skills; 

Basic question words; Classroom commands) 

12.1.1.B (Stage 2) Speak and write expanded vocabulary, phrases 

and structures in dialogs of short essays. (I.e. Nationalities; 

Occupations; Age Groups' Food and beverages; Sports and leisure; 

School; Anatomy) 

12.1.1.B (Stage 3) Speak and write advanced vocabulary and 

idiomatic expressions used by native speaking students of the target 

language. (Medical terms; Money exchange; Purchases; Use of 

transportation and communications; Lodging arrangements) 

12.1.1.B (Stage 4) Speak and write enhanced vocabulary and 

idiomatic expressions  for complex oral and written communication. 

(Social customs in the target language; Personal relationships; 

Current and past events; Poems, dramas and stories) 

12.1.1.C (Stage 1) Comprehend simple spoken conversations and 



 

- Estrategias:  Graphic Clues, Chain 

Reactions (Chronological Events) 

- Vocabulario:  Neologisms (New words) 

o Cognates and False Cognates 

- Gramática 

o Future 

o Future Perfect 

o Conditional 

o Reflexive Verbs 

o Imperative Mood  (Commands) 

� All Forms 

o Double Object Pronouns 

o Simple and Complex Sentences 

- Notas Culturales 

o La Tecnología a través de los 

idiomas; el diluvio universal 

- Telenovela:  Episodes 5 & 6 

- Culture 

o Geographic diversity of the 

Hispanic world 

- Ortografía 

o Diphthongs and Hiatus (2 

vowels not blended) 

o Letra y Sonido:  the /s/ sound 

- Taller del Escritor 

o Public Announcement 

- Así Se Dice: Writing an advertisement  

o Talking about cause and effect 

 

 

 

 

 

Ch. 4 (6 weeks) 

- Lecturas:  Guillermo Samperio “Tiempo 

Libre”, Carlos Fuentes “Chac Mool” 

- Estrategias:  Most Important Word; 

Anticipating 

- Vocabulario:  Related family of words 

written sentences in dialogs and short paragraphs. (I.e. Time 

expressions; Weather expressions; Colors; Likes and dislikes) 

12.1.1.C (Stage 2) Comprehend simple spoken conversations and 

written sentences using an expanded vocabulary in dialogs and short 

essays (I.e. Question formation, Daily Schedules and school 

schedules; Personal information exchange; Directions and 

commands) 

12.1.1.C (Stage 3) Comprehend spoken and written sentences  and 

paragraphs using an advanced vocabulary terms from textbooks, 

newspapers, student readers, and magazines. (I.e. Public figures; 

Historical figures; Major news events) 

12.1.1.C (Stage 4) Comprehend complex spoken and written 

sentences and paragraphs using enhanced vocabulary terms from 

selected textbooks, student readers and short stories (I.e. Politics, 

problem solving; Environment; Art and literature; History) 

12.1.1.D (Stage 1) Use simple sentence and question structures in 

speaking and writing. (I.e. memorized words; phrases; expressions, 

facts about family) 

12.1.1.D (Stage 2) Use simple sentence and question structures to 

communicate about daily activities, social amenities and personal 

information.(I.e. new sentences using previously learned material; 

original questions; spontaneous responses to questions; face-to-face 

conversations) 

12.1.1.D (Stage 3) Develop and use simple, compound, sentence and 

question structures to communicate and comprehend.(I.e. face-to-

face initiated conversations; simple survival tasks; a simple letter; 

main ideas of culturally authentic materials; compositions) 

12.1.1.D (Stage 4)  Discuss how speakers and writers use various 

sentence structures to convey meanings. (Sentences combined into 

paragraphs; comparative expressions; past and future events; 

hypothetical statements; complicated survival statements; main 

ideas and details of live and recorded discussions; lectures and 

multimedia about current and past events; spoken or written 

summaries) 

12.3.A (Stage 1)  Identify fundamental products and customs of the 

target culture. 

12.3.A (Stage 2)  Describe the products and customs of the target 

culture. 



 

and formation, identifying words that 

don’t belong 

- Gramática: Present Subjunctive, 

Prepositions and Adverbs, Present 

Perfect Subjunctive 

o Conjugation and Use 

- Notas Culturales 

o El Fútbol 

o Chac Mool 

- Telenovela: Episodes 7 & 8 

- Culture 

o Architecture in the Hispanic 

world 

- Ortografía 

o Written Accents 

o Palabras esdrújulas y 

sobreesdrújulas (3  and 4 

syllables from the end) 

o Letra y Sonido:  the /k/ sound 

(c, qu, k) 

- Taller del Escritor 

o Fantasy 

o An informative article 

- Asi Se Dice 

o Expressing Surprise; Presenting 

Information 

 

 

 

 

 

Ch. 5 (6 weeks) 

- Lecturas:  Laura Esquivel “Enero: Tortas 

de Navidad” de Como Agua para 

Chocolate, Horacio Quiroga “El Hijo” 

- Estrategias:  Read, Evaluate, Reread 

- Vocabulario:  Prefixes and Suffixes 

- Gramatica:  Indicative and Subjunctive 

Mood 

12.3.A (Stage 3) Explain a variety of services, products, and 

customs of the target culture. 

12.3.A (Stage 4) Analyze unfamiliar products, customs, and 

institutions of the target culture. 

12.3.B (Stage 1) Know typical expressions and gestures for basic 

social interactions in the target culture. 

12.3.B (Stage 2) Explain cultural patterns of daily social interaction. 

12.3.B (Stage 3) Assess cultural patterns in a variety of social 

settings. 

12.3.B (Stage 4) Analyze the misconceptions that occur in cross-

cultural situations. 

12.3.C (Stage 1) Describe similarities and differences of life skills 

and social structures in personal interactions between cultures. 

12.3.C (Stage 2) Explain similarities and differences of daily 

activities between cultures. 

12.3.C (Stage 3) Compare and contrast the similarities and 

differences in social institution between cultures. 

12.3.C (Stage 4) Analyze perspectives, beliefs and assumptions 

evident in the target culture and other cultures. 

12.3.1.A (Stage 1) Discuss the fundamental products and customs of 

the target culture in the target language (Flags; Landmarks; Names; 

Culture-specific foods and crafts) 

12.3.1.A (Stage 2) Discuss the products and customs of the target 

culture in simple sentences in the target language. (Holidays; 

Famous people and their contributions; Menus and schedule) 

12.3.1.A (Stage 3) Speak and write about cultural aspects of 

services, products and customs in the target language. (Cultural 

reenactments; Commerce and tourism; Popular Culture) 

12.3.1.A (Stage 4) Speak, write, and read about unfamiliar products, 

customs, and institutions of the target culture. (I.e. system of 

government; economic development; educational system; 

environmental concerns) 

12.3.1.B (Stage 1) Use culturally appropriate memorized 

expressions and gestures for basic social interactions. (I.e. greetings 

and leave-takings; Familiar and polite forms of address, common 

courtesies) 

12.3.1.B (Stage 2) Write and perform simple role-plays reflecting 

daily life in a culturally competent manner. (Making purchases and 



 

o Adverbial Clauses 

o Relative Clauses 

o Imperfect Subjunctive in Noun, 

Adjectival and Adverbial 

Clauses 

o Conditional and Imperfect 

Subjunctive in “If” clauses 

- Notas Culturales 

o Realismo Máigco: Nuevas 

Autoras Hispanas 

o El Tupí-Guaraní  

- Telenovela:  Episodes 9 & 10 

- Culture 

o Culinary Dishes from the 

Hispanic World 

- Ortografía 

o Diacritical Accents (accent 

marks placed to change 

meaning of word) 

o Letra y Sonido: the /x/ sound 

- Taller del Escritor 

o Persuasive essay; script 

- Así Se Dice 

o Persuading or convincing; 

writing a script 

 

 

 

 

Ch. 6 (6 weeks) 

- Lecturas:  Julia de Burgos “A Julia de 

Burgos”, Miguel de Cervantes “Don 

Quijote de la Mancha” 

- Estrategias: Contrasting; Context Clues 

- Vocabulario: Figurative Language 

(Idiomatic Expressions), Metaphors and 

Comparisons, Symbols and Hyperboles 

- Gramática: Past Perfect Subjunctive 

o In noun clauses and conditional 

placing orders; Table manners and eating customs; Telephone and 

letter etiquette; School classes and activities) 

12.3.1.B (Stage 3) Generate spontaneous oral and written role-plays 

and interviews in a culturally competent manner. (I.e. expressions of 

emotion; Conversations with speakers of the target culture; 

Negotiating everyday business routines) 

12.3.1.C (Stage 1) Model life skills and social interactions in the 

target language culture and in one's own culture (I.e. concepts of 

time and punctuality; daily and peer relationships; daily routine; 

knowledge of stereotypes; cultural sensitivity) 

12.3.1.C (Stage 2) Write about and dramatize cultural similarities 

and differences in daily activities in the target langue. (i.e. youth, 

school and leisure culture; concept of personal space and distance; 

relationships with adults and authority figures; work ethic). 

12.3.1.C (Stage 3) Read, interpret, discuss and write about cultural 

similarities and differences in specific social interactions n two 

cultures. (i.e. educational process; personal healthcare and survival; 

family). 

12.3.1.C (Stage 4) Read, discuss, write and make a presentation 

about a culture's transitions, customs and lifestyles that represent its 

perspectives, beliefs and assumptions.  (I.e. Peer and family 

relationships; Gender issues in the family and workplace; 

Institutional infrastructures) 

12.3.1.D (Stage 1) List and relate content subject words used in 

English that have origins in the target language (I.e. metric, 

geometry, lento, a capello, allegro, tango, soccer, Olympics, 

Fahrenheit, Celsius) 

12.3.1.D (Stage 2) Read and comprehend simple sentences from the 

target language/culture in other school content areas. (I.e. recipe 

instruction and cooking terms, map reading, monetary systems and 

conversions) 

12.5.A (Stage 1) Know where in the local and regional community 

the target language and culture are useful. 

12.5.A (Stage 2) Identify local resources for gathering information 

for practical purposes and for personal enjoyment. 

12.5.A (Stage 3) Identify employment areas in the local community 

where the target language is used and how and why the target 

language is necessary. 



 

sentences 

o Passive Voice and reflexive 

passive 

o Infinitives, gerunds and 

participles 

o Correlation of verbal tenses 

- Notas Culturales 

o El Dia Mundial del Libro 

o Countries where Spanish is 

officially spoken 

- Telenovela: Episodes 11 & 12 

- Culture 

o Art in the Hispanic World: 

Muralismo 

- Ortografía 

o Punctuation Marks 

o Letra Y Sonido: the /r/ and /rr/ 

sounds 

- Taller del Escritor 

o Poetry and Short Stories 

- Así Se Dice 

o Writing similes 

o Linking events and ideas 

 

 

12.5.B (Stage 1) Know where in the national community the target 

language and culture are experienced. 

12.5.B (Stage 2) Identify national resources for gathering 

information for practical purposes and personal enjoyment. 

12.5.B (Stage 3) Know national employment opportunities where 

the target language is used and how and why the target language is 

necessary. 

12.5.B (Stage 4) Assess available opportunities at the national level 

to continue involvement with the target culture for lifelong learning 

and personal enjoyment. 

12.5.C (Stage 1) Know where the target language is spoken in the 

global community. 

12.5.C (Stage 2) Identify global resources for gathering information 

for practical purposes and personal enjoyment. 

12.5.C (Stage 3) Know global employment opportunities where the 

target language is used and how and why the target language is 

necessary. 

12.5.C (Stage 4) Assess available opportunities at the global level to 

continue involvement with the target culture for lifelong learning 

and personal enjoyment. 

12.5.D (Stage 1) Know simple comparisons and connections that 

can be made between the target language and English in the local, 

national, and global communities. 

12.5.1.B (Stage 1) Respond to simple questions and interpret simple 

messages on a national level (i.e. newspapers and magazines, audio 

and video tapes, key pals, pen pals, Internet, Radio, TV) 

12.5.1.B (Stage 2) Use target language skills to communicate 

interactively for practical purposes and for personal enjoyment in 

the national community (i.e. career exploration, ethnic celebrations, 

entertainment -movies, plays, concerts, museums) 

12.5.1.B (Stage 3) Name national employment areas in which world 

language skills may be used (occupation and profession names; 

career and personal options). 

12.5.1.C (Stage 1) Introduce one's self, respond to simple questions 

and interpret simple messages on a global level. (i.e. newspapers and 

magazines, audio and video tapes, key pals, pen pals, Internet, 

Radio, TV) 

12.5.1.C (Stage 2) Use target language skills to communicate 



 

interactively for practical purposes and for personal enjoyment in 

the global community (i.e. career exploration, ethnic celebrations, 

entertainment -movies, plays, concerts, museums) 

12.5.1.C (Stage 3) Name global employment areas in which world 

language skills may be used (occupation and profession names; 

career and personal options). 

12.5.1.D (Stage 1) Use speaking, writing and reading to compare 

and connect the uses of English with the target language spoken in 

the local,, national and global communities. (schools and families, 

offices and airports, hospitals and police stations, newspapers and 

magazines, libraries and bookstores, radio and TV, telephones and 

Internet) 

12.5.1.D (Stage 2) Use speaking, writing and reading to compare 

and connect the local, national and global resources in English 

speaking communities with the target language resources in those 

communities. (Bookstores, libraries, newspapers and magazines, 

radio and TV, Internet and website searches) 

12.5.1.D (Stage 3) Use speaking, writing and reading to compare 

and connect the local, national and global employment opportunities 

for these who speak English and those who speak English and the 

target language. (Newspapers, employment agencies, unemployment 

office, college placement offices) 

12.5.1.D (Stage 4) Use speaking, writing and reading to compare 

and connect available opportunities in the local, national and global 

English speaking communities with the target language 

opportunities to counties involvement for lifelong learning and 

personal enjoyment (movies and videos, drama and sports, museums 

and archives, Social Service agencies) 

 
 

 


